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                   TEXT  REFERENCES AND ENDNOTES

1) M.M. Ali: The Religion of Islam, Ahmadiyya Anjuman-I-Isha’at-I-Islam, Pakistan,
1950, in his introduction, paragraph 1.

2) See D. Pypers: Die Uitdaging aan die Christendom deur die Ahmadiyya-beweging van
die Islam [The Challenge to Christianity by Islam’s Ahmadiyya Movement], n.p.,
n.d.

 
3) Whether or not Muhammad’s highly-literate wife Khadiya’s sectarian Christian cousin

Warakah Ibn Nawfal, who knew how to write in Hebrew, also knew at least how
to read Greek - the following points are very important.   For they all bear upon the
genesis and the inscripturation of Muhammad’s original Qur’an.

All the jots and tittles of the Old Testament are canonized by Jesus (Matthew 5:18).
Paul canonized the sayings of Jesus (Luke 10:7 cf. First Timothy 5:18).   Peter
equated all the Epistles of Paul with the other Scriptures (Second Peter 1:21 &
3:15f).   And Jesus, through John, warns us neither to subtract from nor to add to
the then-finished Bible (Revelation 22:18-20).  

But what is a jot?   And what is a tittle?   On Matthew 5:17-18, John Calvin speaks
of "un iota ou un seul poinct" - "one iota or a single point."   Does that mean "one
small consonant or one consonantal spur thereof?"   Or does Calvin not rather
mean: "one ‘i’ and one ‘o’ - one chireq i-dot and one cholem o-dot?"   Significantly,
Cassell’s French-English Dictionary defines Calvin’s own word poinct or point as:
"Point; speck; dot" (etc.) - meaning the tiniest vowel?!

Around 400 A.D., the great Bible Scholar Jerome of Bethlehem was not only
reading the Hebrew Scriptures from a vowelled or pointed copy of the Old
Testament.   He was also reading the vowelled Greek New Testament - and
translating both the Hebrew Old Testament and the Greek New Testament into his
own Latin Vulgate edition of both.

Nearly three centuries later, the Qur’an re-established the authority of the Bible.
Yet the Qur’an itself teaches God abrogated parts even of the Qur’an.

Many first-rate Christian Scholars believe that the original (now lost) autographs
of the various canonical books of the inspired Hebrew Scriptures (1440 to 400 if not
even from 4004 to 400 B.C.), were vowelled alias ‘pointed.’  One such, was the
A.D. 400 Jerome of Bethlehem himself.   Others include great Hebraists such as the
Westminster Assembly Commissioners Archbishop Rev. Dr. James Ussher and Dr.
John Lightfoot, Dr. John  Owen, the Buxtorffs, Gerard, Glassius, Voetius, Flaccius
Illyricus, Polanus, Leusden, Whitaker, Hassret, Wolthuis, Rev. Dr. John Gill, Rev.
Professor Dr. Robert Dabney and Rev. Dr. George Ella.
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It seems highly likely that human writing originated even from the time of Adam.
See: Revelation 13:8 with Genesis 1:26-28 &  5:1f (cf. Christ the Second Adam in
John 8:8) and Enoch in Jude 14.   See too: Philo’s Questions on Natural History
7:56; Josephus’s Antiquities I:2; Augustine’s City of God 39 and Questions on
Exodus (2 Qn. 1); and Bibliander’s On the Origin of Letters.

Very interestingly, the Westminster Confession I:8r cites Matthew 5:18 as referring
to the Hebrew autographs of the Old Testament 80% of the Christian Bible.   So
if its "jots and tittles" there, were to include the Hebrew vowels (regarding which
see later below) - the matter would have to be regarded as quite settled.

If so, then - why were the original Hebrew vowels ever later omitted?   Some
believe it was to expedite the rapid production of hand-written copies thereof. 
Such copies were then produced,  more rapidly, without vowels.   Nevertheless,
yet-later copies were ‘re-vowelled’ - when rapid production also of vowelled copies
became feasible both somewhat before and especially after the fifteenth-century-
A.D. employment in Europe of movable-type printing.  

Here are some of the arguments on the subject by Rev. Dr. John Owen - by far the
greatest British Theologian of all time.   In summary, he regards the view that the
Hebrew originals were not vowelled or unpointed - as a sixteenth-century
innovation of the Judaist Elias Levita which was propagated then and thereafter
also by the Romanists.   

Levita used his new theory (contrary to earlier Judaistic arguments in favour of
original pointing) to try to judaize Christians - by making them dependent on the
early-mediaeval Jewish Talmud in order to arrive at the true meaning of the Old
Testament.   Romanists used the same argument to try to get Judaists and Muslims
and also Protestants to depend solely on the dogmas of the Papal Church in order
to understand all revealed truth.

Owen’s  arguments here below, are taken from three of his 1659 treatises.   They
are:  The Divine Origin...of the Scriptures; and A Vindication of the Purity and
Integrity of the Hebrew and Greek Texts of the Old and New Testament; and Some
Exercitations about the Nature and Perfection of the Scripture.   See the 1968
Banner of Truth edition of his Works (16:281-421).

In the Epistle Dedicatory to the former treatise, the Anti-Romish Owen writes that
it is the "filth and abominations...of the synagogue of Rome" which have darkened
the Bible and "taken from its fulness and perfection, its sufficiency and excellency -
by their...oral law...of traditions...for all their abominations.   The Scripture itself
(as they say, committed to them) - they plead to their eternal shame to be in the
original languages corrupted, vitiated, interpolated; so that it is no stable rule to
guide us throughout in the knowledge of the will of God.   

"The Jews, they [the Romanists] say, did it [viz. inserted vowels after the
inscripturation of the Older Testament] - while they were busy in the burning of
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Christians.   Therefore, in the room of the originals, they [the Romanists] have
enthroned a translation [the Latin Vulgate] that was never committed to them [the
Jews]."

Yet the latter enthronement is quite contrary to Romans 3:1-2, which teaches that
it was to the Jews that the Oracles of God - meaning the Old Testament Scriptures -
were committed.   "All this" was done, observes Owen, "to place [the Romanists]
themselves on the throne of God, and to make the words of a [Latin] translation
authentic - from their stamp!"

There are, insists the Protestant Owen in his discussion of Non-Protestant errors,
at least "three corrupt and bloody fountains:-   1. The Scripture...is but a partial
revelation of the will of God....   The other part of it - how vast and extensive it is,
no man knows.   For the Jews have given us their deuterooseis in their Mishna and
Gemara [thus Judaism]....   2. The Scripture is not able to evince or manifest itself
to be the Word of God so as to enjoy and exercise any authority in His Name over
the souls and consciences of men - without an accession of testimony from that
combination of political worldly-minded men that call themselves the Church of
Rome.   3. The original copies of the Old and New Testaments are so
corrupted...that they are not a certain standard [thus Islam and (to a much lesser
extent) also Romanism]....

"Of all the inventions of Satan to draw off the minds of men from the Word of
God," claims Owen, "this decrying the authority of the originals seems to me the
most pernicious....  At the beginning of the Reformation before the Council of
Trent, the Papists did...defend their Vulgar Latin translation....   Melchior Canus,
Gulielmus Lindanus, Bellarminus, Gregorius de Valentia, Leo Castrius, Huntlaeus,
Hanstelius, with innumerable others...have pleaded that the originals were
corrupted....   

"Huntley[-us], a subtle Jesuit..., ascribes the corruption of the Hebrew Bible to the
good providence of God - for the honour of the Vulgar Latin!....   Morinus puts
forth his Exercitations entitled ‘Of the Sincerity of the Hebrew and Greek Texts’ -
indeed to prove them corrupt and useless....   For my own part," observes Owen, "I
must confess that I shall as soon believe a poor, deluded, fanatical Quaker
pretending to be guided by an infallible Spirit - as their Pope with his whole
conclave of Cardinals, upon the terms here laid down by Morinus!...

"At that time lived Elias Levita, the most learned of the Jews of that age....   He
broached a new opinion...not at all received among the Jews nor...once mentioned
by Christians before - namely that the points or vowels...used in the Hebrew Bible,
were invented by some critical Jew or Masorete living at Tiberias about five or six
hundred years after Christ.   

"No doubt the man’s aim was to reduce the World of Christians to a dependence on
the ancient [or rather mediaeval] Rabbins....   After a while, the poison of this error
began to operate.   The Papists, waiting...to catch at every word that might fall from
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them [viz. Anti-Christian Judaists such as Elias] to their [the Romanists’]
advantage, began to make use of it" against the Protestants.

"The study of the Hebrew tongue and learning being carried on, it fell at length on
him who undoubtedly hath done more real service for the promotion of it than any
one man whatever - Jew or Christian.   I mean Buxtorff the elder.   His Thesaurus
Grammaticus, his Tiberias or Commentarius Masorethicus, his Lexicons and
Concordances and many other treatises...evince this to all the World.   

"Even [the Romanist] Morinus saith that he [Buxtorff] is the only man among
Christians that ever thoroughly understood the Masora....   Now this man
[Buxtorff], in his Tiberias or Commentarius Masorethicus, printed with the great
Rabbinical Bible of his own correct setting forth...in the year 1620, considereth at
large this whole matter of the points - and discovereth [or discloses] the vanity of
Elias’ pretension about the Tiberian Masoretes....

"The points are taken into consideration....   That word or those 3 letters D-B-R are
instanced by [the A.D. 400 Bethlehemite] Jerome to this purpose (Hom. IX:12).
As it may be pointed, it will afford eight several senses.   DaBaR is verbum [or
‘word’].    And DeBeR is pestis [or ‘plague’] - as far distinct from one another as life
and death!...   

"Jerome [the author of the Latin Vulgate translation of the Holy Scriptures]...tells
us over and over, that notwithstanding the translation of the LXX [alias the B.C.
270 Greek Septuagint version of the Old Testament] - he had his knowledge of the
Hebrew tongue from the Hebrew itself, and the help of such Hebrews as he hired
to his assistance....   There was a succession of learned men of the Jews at Tiberias
until a hundred years after Jerome" - Jews who employed "the points of the Hebrew
Bible...according to the tradition they had received from them who spoke that
language in its purity....   None" - however critical - are "able to show, out of any
copies yet extant in the World or that they can make appear ever to have been
extant, that ever there were any such various lections in the originals of the Old
Testament!...

"It is true we have not the Autographa [or Hebrew original master writings] of
Moses and the Prophets....   But the Apographa or [Hebrew] ‘copies’ which we
have, contain every ioota that was in them [the originals]....

"What use hath been made and is as yet made in the World, of this supposition that
corruptions have befallen the originals of the Scripture?...   It is, in brief:  the
foundation of Mohammedanism (Alcoran Azoar 5); the chiefest and principal prop
of Popery; the only pretence of fanatical anti-Scripturists [such as the Quakers];
and the root of much hidden Atheism in the World....

"It is granted that the individual Autographa of Moses, the Prophets, and the
Apostles, are...utterly perished and lost out of the World; as also the copies of
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Ezra....   Had those individual writings been preserved - men would have been
ready to adore them, as the Jews do their own Apographa in their synagogues!"

Yet : "The Jews have a common saying among them - that ‘to alter one letter of the
Law, is no less sin than to set the whole World on fire’....    Consider that the Word
to be transcribed was, every ioota and tittle of it, the Word of the great God!... 
[The A.D. 1135-1204 Rabbi] Maimonides, in Halachoth Sefer Torah VIII:3-4, tells
us that [the 10th-century A.D. Tiberias Masorite] Ben Asher spent many years - in
the careful, exact writing out of the Bible....  

"Consider the twenty things which they [the Masoretes] affirm to profane a book
or copy - and this will further appear.   They are repeated by Rabbi Moses,
Tractatus de Libro Legis, chapter X.   One of them is...‘If but one letter be
wanting’; and another, ‘ If but one letter be redundant’...

"We add that the whole Scripture entire as given out from God without any loss, is
preserved in the copies of the originals yet remaining....   In them all, we say, is
every letter and tittle of the word....   It is a foolish conjecture of Morinus, from
some words of Epiphanius, that [the A.D. 250 Christian Scholar] Origen in his
Octapla placed the translation of the Septuagint in the midst to be the rule of all the
rest....   The truth is, he [Origen] placed the Hebrew, in Hebrew characters, in the
first place - as the rule and standard of all the rest....

"Various arguments giving evidence to this truth, might be produced....   I handle
them at large....  1. The providence of God in taking care of His Word....   2. The
religious care of the Church...to whom these Oracles of God were committed.    
3. The care of the first writers in giving out authentic copies of what they had
received from God unto many....   4. the multiplying copies to such a number, that
it was impossible any should corrupt them all - wilfully, or by negligence.   5. The
preservation of the authentic copies first in the Jewish synagogues [cf. Romans 3:1-
2], then in the Christian assemblies [Second Timothy 3:15 & 5:18], with reverence
and diligence.   6. The daily reading and studying of the Word by all sorts of
persons ever since its first writing, rendering every alteration liable to immediate
observation....   7. The consideration of the many millions that looked on every
letter and tittle in this book as their inheritance....   8. The care of Ezra and his
companions, the ‘Men of the Great Synagogue,’ in restoring the Scripture to its
purity when it had met with the greatest trial that it ever underwent....   9. The care
of the Masoretes from his [Ezra’s] days and downward, to keep perfect and give
an account of every syllable in the Scripture....   10. The constant consent of all
copies in the World, so that...there is not in the whole Mishna...or Talmud any one
place of Scripture found otherwise read than as it is now in our copies.   11. The
security we have that no mistakes were voluntarily or negligently brought into the
text before the coming of our Saviour Who...not once reproves the Jews on that
account, when yet for their false glosses [alias their misinterpretations thereof] He
spares them not.   12. Afterward, the watchfulness which the...Jews and Christians
had always one upon another."
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Yet in spite of the above, concedes Owen, there arose the false "assertion of the
points or vowels...to be a novel invention of some Rabbins of Tiberias in
Palestina....   I nowise doubt but...we shall yet manifest that they [the vowels] were
completed by ’Ansheey  Knesset Ha-Gadolah, the ‘Men of the Great Synagogue’ -
Ezra and his companions - guided by the infallible direction of the Spirit of God."

The A.D. 1600 Calvinist "Junius, in the close of his animadversion of Bell. De
Verbo Dei II:ii, commends that saying of [the converted Jew and Hebrew Christian]
Johannes Isaac against [the Romanist] Lindanus, ‘he that reads the Scriptures
without points is like a man that rides a horse achalinos, without a bridle; he may
be carried he knows not whither!’   Radulphus Cevallerius goes further ( Rudiment.
Ling. Heb. cap. iv)....   Saith he: ‘I am of their opinion who maintain the Hebrew
language...to have been plainly written with them [the vowels] from the
beginning....   Without the vowels...it hath nothing firm and certain’....   

"This man’s judgment...is my own" - affirms Owen.   "Jewish scribes and copyists
would never have dared to insert vowels not in the originals or ancient copies
thereof!"

Owen then refers to the Westminster Assembly’s "learned Dr. Lightfoot" - in his
Centuria Chorograph (LXXXI:146).   Lightfoot was, inter alia, also a Calvinistic
Christian Scholar of the Talmud.   Hear, then, what "the learned Dr. Lightfoot" says
- against the ‘pointless’ innovation(s) of the sixteenth-century Judaist Elias Levita:

"I do not admire the Jew’s impudence who found out that fable!" - observes
Lightfoot.  "Recount, I pray, the names of the Tiberians - from the first foundation
of a university there, to the expiring thereof!....   Read over the Talmud of
Jerusalem; consider how Rabbi Juda, R. Chamnath, Z. Judan, R. Hoshaia, R. Chaija
Rubba, R. Chaija Bar Ba, R. Jochanan, and the rest of the great doctors among the
Tiberians - do behave themselves!...   If you can believe the ‘points’ of the Bible to
proceed [or to have originated] from such a School - believe also their Talmuds!
 The pointing of the Bible savours of the work of the Holy Spirit - not of...men!"

Moreover, adds Owen: "The Jews generally believe these points to have been from
Mount Sinai, and so downward, by Moses and the Prophets; at least from Ezra and
his companions, the ‘Men of the Great Synagogue’; not denying that the knowledge
and use of them received a great reviving by the Gemarists and Masoretes, when
they had been much disused.   So R. Azarias at large, Imre Binah, cap. lix....   The
learned Buxtorfius’ discourse De Origine et Antiquitate Punctorum lies
unanswered....

"Languages are not made by grammars, but grammars are made by languages.... 
The grammar of it and them must be collected from the observation of their use....
 The rule and art of disposing, transposing, and changing of them - must be
constituted and fixed before the disposition of them....   Johannes Isaac, a converted
Jew, Book I to Lindanus, tells us that above two hundred testimonies about Christ
may be brought out of the original Hebrew that appear not in the Vulgar Latin or
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any other translation....   Let any man consider...Isaiah 53 and Daniel 9, as they are
now pointed...in our [Hebrew] Bibles, and compare them with the translation of the
[Greek] Septuagint - and this will quickly appear unto him....   As the text stands
now pointed..., neither Jews nor Socinians...have been able or ever shall be able to
relieve themselves from the sword of the truth therein....

"It is said, then, ‘that whereas the old Hebrew letters were the present Samaritan -
the Samaritan letters have been always without points....   This is not a place to
speak at large of the Samaritans, their Pentateuch, and its translation.   The origin
of that nation is known from the Scripture, as also their worship of God.   Second
Kings 17.   Their solemn excommunication and casting out from any interest
among the people of God, is also recorded.  Ezra 9-10; Nehemiah 13....   

"The Jews are [wrongly] said to have forgot[ten] their own characters in the
captivity....  That the men of one and the same generation should forget the use of
their own letters which they had been exercised in, is incredible!   Besides, they had
their Bibles with them always, and that in their own character only....   When, then,
this forgetting of one character and learning of another should arise - doth not
appear....   Not can it be made to appear that the Samaritan letters had never any
vowels affixed to them.   Postellus affirms that the Samaritans had points in the
days of Jerome - and that their loss of them is the cause of their present corrupt
reading.... 

"Of the qeri uwketib" - the qeri or often several variants which could be read, as
distinct from the ketib or written text which could not be altered - "the difference
in them is in the consonants, not in the vowels....   [The A.D. 1093-1167] Aben
Ezra makes it no small matter that men of old knew aright how to pronounce [the
vowel] Kamets Gadol.   Saith he...‘The men of Tiberias, also the wise men of Egypt
and Africa, knew how to read Kamets Gadol.’"

To Owen, then, the Hebrew vowels were inherent in the original Old Testament
Scriptures - and not the invention of the Masores.   The latter novel theory is refuted
by "the uncontradicted reception of them absolutely, without the least opposition,
all the World over, by Jews and Christians" (not just before but also after the
Masoretic Period) - and also by "the impossibility of assigning any author to it,
since the days of Ezra."  

We now return to the Massoretic "qeri uwketib"or the scriptio and lectio....   One
word is placed in the line, and another in the margin - the word in the line having
not the points or vowels affixed to it that are its own, but those that belong to the
word in the margin....   All the difference in these words is in the consonants, not
at all in the vowels.   The word in the margins, owns the vowels in the line as
proper to it....   The difference in the sense, taking in the whole context, is upon the
matter very little or none at all....   Doth not our Saviour Himself affirm of the Word
that then was among the Jews, that not ioota hen or mia keraia [not one iota or
tittle] of it, should pass away or perish?"   Matthew 5:18.   "For Papists - who are
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grown bold in the opposition to the originals of the Scripture - I must needs say that
I look upon them as effectually managing a design of Satan."   Thus Owen.

Concerning the Greek New Testament, one can be much shorter - as all of its
ancient copies were always vowelled.   This is so, in spite of later Muslim claims
to the contrary - in efforts to justify Islamic assertions that the promised Comforter
of John 14 to 16 is actually Muhammad the PeRiKLuToS or "the praised one" rather
than the Holy Spirit or PaRaKLeeToS alias "the Comforter" - about which later. 
For Islam maintains that not only the Old Testament in Hebrew but also the New
Testament in Greek would originally - like the first Qur’an - have been written
without vowels.      

Too, as Owen indicates: "For various lections in the Greek copies of the New
Testament" - "Protestants for the most part have been the chiefest collectors of
them.   Stephanus, Camerarius, Beza, Cameron, Grotius, Drusius, Heinsius, De
Dieu, Cappellus...have had the prime hand in that work.   Papists have ploughed
with their [the Protestants’] heifer - to disparage the original [Greek], and to cry up
the Vulgar Latin" translation so ridiculously canonized by Rome!

This then brings us to the Calvinistic1675 Formula Consensus Helvetica of Rev.
Professors Dr. Johan Heinrich Heidegger of Zurich and Francis Turretine of Geneva
and Luke Gernler of Basel.   At its outset, it cites Romans 1:16 [cf. 3:1-2] and
Second Timothy 3:15 and the ‘jot and tittle’ text Matthew 5:18.   It then boldly
proclaims that "the Hebrew Original of the Old Testament which we have
received and to this day do retain as handed down by the Jewish Church unto whom
formerly ‘were committed the Oracles of God’ (Romans 3:2) - is not only in its
consonants but in its vowels (either the vowel-points themselves or at least the
power of the points) not only in its matter but in its words inspired by God.   It
thus forms, together with the Original of the New Testament, the sole and
complete rule of our faith and life....   

"To its standard, as to a Lydian stone, all extant versions oriental and occidental
ought to be applied - and, wherever they differ, be conformed.  Therefore we can
by no means approve the opinion of those who declare that the text which the
Hebrew Original exhibits, was determined by man’s will alone.   They do not
scruple at all to remodel a Hebrew reading which they consider unsuitable - and
amend it from the Greek Versions of the Septuagint and others, the Samaritan
Pentateuch, the Chaldee Targums, or even from other sources....   Thus they bring
the foundation of our faith and its inviolable authority into perilous hazard!"

This 1675 Formula was composed at Zurich and designed to condemn and exclude
that modified form of Calvinism which then emanated from the Theological School
at Saumur - as represented by Amyrault, Placaeus, and Daille and subsequently
known as Amyraldianism.  Significantly, the Formula was included by Rev.
Professor Dr. A.A. Hodge as an Appendix to the 1879 expanded edition of his
excellent manual Outlines of Theology.   There, in his Preface, Hodge remarks that
"the Appendix contains a translation of the Consensus Tigurinus of Calvin and of
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the Formula Consensus Helvetica of Heidegger and Turretin, two Confessions of
first class historical and doctrinal interest to the student of Reformed Theology."

Even more than half a century after the Formula Consensus Helvetica,  Schultens
in 1737 - followed by Michaelis - contended that at least some of the Hebrew points
or vowel-marks had been in use from the earliest ages of that language.   Even
Eichhorn and Gesenius tended to think that some of the points were Pre-
Hieronomic and even Pre-Talmudic.  

According to T.H. Horne’s 1828 Introduction to the Critical Study and Knowledge
of the Holy Scriptures (II:145) - the Jews then believed that "when God gave the
Law to Moses on Mount Sinai, He taught him...its true reading...handed down by
oral tradition from generation to generation until...committed to writing....   The
true reading is the subject of the Masora."   Further (II:8f): "All languages...require
vowels, which are...the soul of words [even as consonants are their ‘bodies’]....  

"Origen, who [around A.D. 230f] transcribed the Hebrew Scriptures in Greek
characters in his Hexapla, did not invent new vowels to express the vowels ‘absent’
in Hebrew words.   Neither did Jerome, who also expressed many Hebrew words
and passages in Latin characters....   The Masorites, in affixing points to the text,
did not do so according to their own notions....   They followed the received reading
of their day."   Indeed, "some passages have been adduced from the Talmud in
which accents and verses are mentioned."

Only in 1830 was Hupfeld considered to have shown that the Massoretic
punctuation was unknown to Jerome and the Talmud.   Yet many even today (just
as all of the orthodox Jews till 1500 and all of the orthodox Calvinists till the rise
of Amyraldianism in the middle of the seventeenth century) continue to opine that
some apparatus like the points - must have been needed to achieve uniformity in
Hebrew pronunciation during successive ages even before the Massores in all the
various parts of the World.

When the liberal W.R. Smith’s 1878 The Old Testament in the Jewish Church
seemed to disparage the antiquity and accuracy of the Masoretic Text, Professor
R.L. Dabney responded in his 1882 Refutation of Prof. W. Robertson Smith:
"Josephus, a [first-century A.D.] Greek-speaking and Septuagint-reading Jew, still
gives the narrative as the Hebrew text does....   Jewish copyists and critics of their
text since the Christian era have a great reverence for the accuracy of their holy
Book....   They have adopted an exact system for insuring accuracy of
transcription....   This system has actually given us, for the last thousand years, a
set of codices almost without various readings.   Why may not the same reverence
and the same method of copying have produced the same happy result in the
previous thousand years?...  

"The text followed by the Peschito Syriac Version is unquestionably the
Masoretic....   The accuracy of the old Syriac version is impregnable....   We have
every reason to believe that the Vetus Itala, the [Old] Latin Version made before
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the Masoretic revisal, followed our Hebrew text and not the Septuagint - as does
also Jerome’s [A.D. 400] Latin version, the Vulgate."   All of this, concludes
Dabney, shows "the correctness of the Massoretic copies of the Pentateuch."

We shall now summarize the main arguments for this position that the autograph
and the oldest (now non-extant) copies of the Hebrew Old Testament were
vowelled.   That position has been set out by the famous modern scholar Rev. Dr.
George Ella of Muelheim  (Germany)  in the British Reformed Journal 17 (January
- March 1997) and 21 (January - March 1998).

Modern Theological Liberals, argues Dr. Ella, regard the (perhaps 10th-century
A.D.) Tiberian Massoretic text as the cradle of Hebrew vowelling.   Yet 17th- and
18th-century A.D. Hebrew Scholars rejected the notion that the Massores had
originated such vowel-pointing.   Instead, they believed the Tiberians were not
sufficiently skilled in linguistics and could not themselves spontaneously have
created such a precise system of vowel-pointing as that found in the Massoretic
text.   

So they also believed such pointing was taken over by the Massores from much
older copies of the Old Testament.   Professor Dr. James Ussher believed it was the
Biblical Ezra who re-pointed the Hebrew text of the Old Testament Bible - on the
Jews’  return from exile in Babylon around B.C. 454.   Re-pointed.   For Ussher
argued there was a form of vowel-pointing even before Ezra - which vowel-
pointing had lapsed during the 70 years’ exile.

Ussher’s  contemporary Rev. Dr. John Owen, teaching similarly, appealed to
Matthew 5:18.   There, Jesus said: "Till Heaven and Earth pass away, not one jot
or one tittle shall in any wise pass away from the Law."   

Here, Jesus infallibly refers to the "jot" - which is the smallest consonant in
Hebrew.   Our Lord and Saviour in His very same breath here infallibly refers also
to the tittle or keraia - which many see as the smallest vocalization-letter or part
of a vowel-sign.  

Rev. Dr. John Gill claimed the Greek word keraia here refers to the Hebrew vowel-
sound chireq, alias the dot at the root of all of the vowel-pointing in Hebrew.   Gill
gives much archaeological, numismatic and documentary evidence to prove the
antiquity of such Hebrew pointing.   He demonstrates that points (or such ‘dots’)
were in general use at the time of the Massores, and that even printed versions of
vowelled Hebrew Bibles were then being circulated before the invention of
movable typesetting.   

Gill also probes backwards from the time of the Massoretic text - back through the
works of Ben Asher, Ben Naphtali, Saadia Baon, Jerome, Rabbi Ase, the Sura
Academy, the Rabboth, the Jerusalem Talmud, Origen’s Hexapla, Clement of
Alexandria, Irenaeus, the Targums of Jonathan and Onkelos, Josephus, Nechuniah
ben Kana, and Ptolemy Philadephus - to show that the giving of a ‘late date’ for
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vocalizing the Hebrew Old Testament cannot be taken seriously.  The evidence
points to a use of vowel-signs after the Babylonian Exile already around the fifth
century  B.C.   Indeed, recent diggings have produced Semitic vowellings even
from the ninth century B.C.

So Hebrew vowel-pointing is older than even the fifth-century B.C. time of Scribe
Ezra (Ezra 1:1f).   Also the very word "Masoretes" means ‘transmittors’  - not
‘inventors.’     All languages regularly develop historically, from the more-
complicated to the less-complicated.   Thus simpler forms of spelling, syntax  and
grammar - replace the earlier more complex forms. 

Cf. how cryptic Modern-American has replaced ‘long-winded’ Elizabethan-English.
Note too how Erse spelling recently was simplified to a dramatic extent.   See J.J.N.
Sean O’Beirne’s Irish Self-Taught, Marlborough, London, 1932, pp. 130f.   

Thus, especially in Hebrew, vowel-characters - and even consonants dependent on
such vowels - became redundant only in the mediaeval period A.D.   The
Phoenician alphabet is evident already on the 13th-century B.C. tomb of King
Ahiram of Byblos.   The Old-Semitic Ugaritic (compare the Ras Shamra
inscriptions), dating from 1400 B.C. [alias the time Moses inscripturated what is
now the Pentateuch], had at least 30 letters (including vowels).   Adding the seven
Masoretic vowel-signs to the 23 consonants, it produces an Ancient-Hebrew
alphabet of also 30 characters.   And the alphabetical Sinai Inscriptions go back to
1700 B.C.

Even exilic and post-exilic Babylonian texts use seven clearly-defined vowel-signs
- representing eleven vowels of various length and quality (Rosenthal).   For very
many centuries both liturgical and Biblical texts with pointing have been used, in
worship, alongside of unpointed copies of Torah texts.   Indeed according to the
article ‘Bible’ in the 1938 Judaistic Jewish Encyclopaedia, even the largely
consonantal Intertestamentary Text often vocalized by using consonants as
matres lectionis.   Thus Aleph = a, Yod = i, He = o, and Wav = u.

The full-alphabet script-tradition was carried on in the Palestinian, Babylonian and
Tiberian forms of written Hebrew.   The former two, place the vowel-letters over
the consonants; but the Tiberian method, places them below the consonants (except
for the long-o vowel choolem).   Also Arabic perhaps shows vestiges of both forms
- as dots are present even in its alphabetical consonants!

Bodmer maintains that the hitherto-supposed oldest part-manuscript, is the Prophet
Codex (Kairo).   Significantly, it is vowel-pointed.   Certainly the mediaeval
Masoretic pointing is based on yet-older pointing (as in Babylonian, Syrian,
Palestinian, and Samaritan etc.) - and was not a sudden development.  

The Massores have left very much if not all of the vocalization exactly as they
received it.   They expressed their different opinions only in the margin of their text
- thus showing they wished to transmit, and not to alter, the text they had received.
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In the Greek New Testament, the infallible Christ (in Matthew 5:18-19) -  mentions
the inspiredness of every ioota and keraia in the Hebrew Old Testament.   To Gill
and Ella, these clearly seem to be referring to the jod and the chireq.   Such are
respectively the smallest consonant and the smallest vowel in copies of the Torah
alias the Pentateuch in general, and the Law of God in particular.  

In the modern view, the first reference here to the ioota as a difficult-to-quantify
hapax legomenon - would be signifying either the choolem as the smallest vowel-
dot or alternatively the jod alias the smallest consonant in the Hebrew Old
Testament.   And the second reference to the tittle or keraia - would then indicate
the ‘horn’  (cf. the Hebrew word keren) or ‘spur’ or ‘nib’ which in Hebrew
consonants distinguishes a beth (alias a "b") from a  kaph (alias a "k") and a daleth
(alias a "d") from a resh (alias an "r") in Matthew 5:18 & Luke 16:17.   Compare
the ‘tail’ on our "Q" - differentiating it from "O" in modern typed English.   Of
course, "horns" have points; and "points" means: vowels!

It makes little difference whether one thus adopts the classic Ussher-Owen-
Buxtorff-Gill or the modern ioota-dot and consonantal ‘horn-spur-nib’ view.   The
bottom line here obviously remains Jesus’ stated inspiredness of every single "jot
and tittle" - which extends not just to every letter but also to every part of every
letter (whether consonant or vowel) in the original Hebrew Old Testament.

Some old manuscripts of Old Testament materials, present even the pathach-vowel
and the qaamets-vowel in dot-format rather than in line-format.   However, with the
development of the mass-copying of texts in handwriting and in printing - many of
these vowel-signs disappeared.   For they were too time-consuming to form or cut
out of a block, especially before the invention of movable type.  

No wonder the A.D. 340-420 compiler of the Vulgate, Jerome of Bethlehem,
complained he could not read the vowel-signs of the Hebrew Old Testament at
night by candle-light!   What  would Jerome have then thought of contemporary
computer-programming’s Notepad version in Ascii (DOS) Delimited Text code -
which deprives even our modern languages of many of their remaining diacritical
signs (such as the umlaut in German and the kappie in Afrikaans)?!  Thus far Dr.
George Ella, as abridged and expanded by myself  (Dr. F.N. Lee).

Even the revisionist, Marburg’s Old Testament Professor Ernst Wuerthwein, in his
famous book The Text of the Old Testament: An Introduction to Kittel-Kahle’s
Biblia Hebraica (ET, Blackwell, Oxford, 1957, pp. 11-20) - concedes the existence
of a long Pre-Massoretic tradition of producing vowelled copies of the Old
Testament.   Wuerthwein declares:

"It is well-known [read: well-alleged - F.N.L.!] that the Hebrew text of the Old
Testament existed for many centuries as a consonantal text....  The vocalisation of
the text...was done by the Masoretes....  The [‘Protestant-Judaistic’] Karaite
movement, whose influence on the intellectual life of Judaism seems to have been
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of great significance, led to a flowering of Masoretic activity in the West in about
the years 780 to 930....   

"About 1100, the Karaite Hadassi declared that God had not created the Torah
without pointing - a view which Johann Buxtorff the Elder (1564-1629) revived....
 At the same time, it must be remembered that the Masoretes did not follow their
own ideas in vocalising the text - but endeavoured to express exactly the tradition
they had received."   Thus Wuerthwein.   My own emphases (F.N. Lee). 

Remember that the A.D. 400 Jerome of Bethlehem could not read the vowels in his
infallibly-inspired Hebrew Old Testament at night by candlelight!   Comparing and
contrasting this to the equally Co-Semitic but uninspired original Qur’an  almost
three centuries thereafter, is very interesting.   See too my own remarks on pages
14f, 95f and 134f (& at endnotes 361f) of this present dissertation above.

4) See the book by the Muslim Scholar Imam Ahmed Deedat: What the Bible says about
Muhammed (Islamic Propagation Centre International, Durban, 1990, pp. 14f). 
Also note his book Al-Qur’an  - The Miracle of Miracles  (Islamic Propagation
Centre International, Durban, 1991, pp. 10f): "Moreover, the Divine Author (God
Almighty) Himself testifies to the veracity of Muhummed’s (pbuh) claim that he
could never have composed the contents of the Holy Qur’an; he could not have
been its author.  ‘And thou (O Muhummed) was not (able) to recite a book before
this (Book came); nor art thou (able) to transcribe it with thy right hand: In that
case, indeed, would the talkers of vanites have doubted.’   Holy Qur’an 29:48 [ cf.
too vv. 45-49].   The Author of the Qur’an is reasoning with us that had
Muhummed (pbuh) been a learned man and had he been able to read or write, then
in that case the babblers in the market-places might have had some justification to
doubt his claim that the Holy Qur’an is God’s Word.   In the event of Muhummed
(pbuh) being a literate person, the accusation of his enemies that he had probably
copied his Book (Al-Qur-an) from the writings of the Jews and the Christians...and
had rehashed it all in a beautiful language, might have carried some weight....   But
even this flimsy pretence has been denied to the unbeliever and the cynic...."   See
too the Qur’an  7:157, 53:3-5 & 62:2, and the article ‘Mahometans’ in the
Encyclopaedia Britannica (Edinburgh: A. Bell & C. MacFarquhar, 1771). III:4.

5) Ahmed Behardien: A Reply to Rev. A.R. Hampson,  The Muslim Judical Council, 4
Dawes St., Cape Town, 1960, p. 9.  

6) Bashyr Ahmad: Notes and Comments - Some Difficulties of Islam by a Critic who wishes
to remain anonymous.  In The Light, Muharrem Nadji, Mansfield, Ohio, U.S.A.,
p. 22.

7) Kenyon, Sir Frederic G.: The Text of the Greek Bible, Gerald Duckworth and Co.,
London, 1953, pp. 75 & 85;  cf. Berhardien: op. cit., p. 21.
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8) See K. Cragg’s The Call of the Minaret, pp. 96-97; and D.S. Margoliouth’s
Mohammedanism, pp. 68-69.   See too at n. 4 above.   Also consult the 1777
Encyclopaedia Britannica’s article ‘Mahometans’ (at III:11).

9) Dr. S.M. Yusuf’s The Life of Muhammad (p. 2) assumes he was born in 580.  M.M.
Ali’s  Muhammad the Prophet regards also 20 April 571 A.D. as a possible date of
birth for Muhammad.

10) Harris: How to Lead Moslems to Christ, p. 20.

11) Darut = Tabligh-Il-Islami (M): A Reply = [to] ‘Islam’ by Rev . A.R. Hampson, Islamic
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A.R. Hampson, pp. 3-6.
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my possession, in which it is written: "There is but one edition of the Arabic
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150) See Appendix A, paragraph 2.

151) See Appendix A, paragraph 3.

152) See Appendix A, paragraph 4.

153) See Appendix A, paragraph 2.

154) See J. Moffatt: A New Translation of the Bible Containing the Old and New
Testaments, Hodder & Stoughton Pubs., St. Paul’s House, London, E.C. 4, 1934,
p.220 at Deut. 18:15-18: "The Eternal your God will raise up for you prophet after
prophet like myself from among yourselves; and to the prophet you must listen....
 I will raise up a prophet for them from among themselves like yourself; I will put
my words into his lips and he shall tell them all the orders I give him; anyone who
will not listen to what he says from me, I myself will make him  answer for it."

155) See Appendix A, paragraph 8.

156) See Appendix A, paragraph 9.

157) E.g. Deut. 5:27- 31 etc. [more on this later under "(b)  Mediator"].

158) I Chr. 2:1-2.

159) I Chr. 6:1-3; cf.. Ex. 6:13-19.

160) That is, Our Lord Jesus Christ - Eph. 3:14.

161) Heb. 7:14 with 7:21-22 and with 6:20.

162) Op. cit., pp. 39-40.

163) Deut. 5:1-2.

164) Deut. 17:14.

165) Deut. 17:14-15. 

166) E.g.: II Sam. 7:10-16.

167) I Kgs. 11:1.

168) Num. 25.

169) Matt. 15:24

170) Acts 3:12a. 
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171) Acts 3:22, 26.

172) Acts11:17; 13:45, 46; Eph. 2:11-18, etc.

173) Acts 13:46; Rom. 1:16.

174) Deut. 9:8-10 cf. 5:1-22f and Ex. 19:20 to 20:18f.

175) Deut. 5:27 cf. Deut. 5:25-28 with 18:15-18.

176) Deut. 5:25 cf. Deut. 5:25-28 with 18:15-18.

177) Deut. 5:28b cf. Deut. 5:25-28 with 18:15-18.

178) Deut. 4:11-15;  Heb. 8:5-6.

179) Deut. 18:15-18.

180) Ex. 19:1-2 (= the day of the General Assembly at Horeb).   Cf. n. 174 above.

181) Ex. 19:3, 6b-9.

182) Ex. 19:20;  Deut. 5:5.

183) Deut. 9:8-10 & 4:13; Ex. 34:28 & Ex. 20:1-17; and Deut. 5:6-22.

184) Deut. 5:22-28; 18:16, 17;  Ex. 20:18-22.

185) Acts 3:22-26 and Gal. 3:19.

186) John 14:6; Heb. 7:25; I Tim. 2:5.

187) Ex. 34:2 & 34:28-29 with Deut. 9:8-10.

188) Ex. 34:6-9 & Deut. 9:18-19 (cf. verses 8-10).

189) Ex. 32:30-32.

190) E.g, Ex. 15:24, 25; 17:1b-4a; 32:9-11; Num. 12:13; etc.

191) John 17:9; I John 2:1-2; Isa. 53:10-12; Luke 23:34; Heb. 7:25.

192) Ex. 31:18; 34:18; 34:28; Deut. 4:12-14.

193) Heb. 8:5-13; II Cor. 3:6, 7, 113-15.
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194) Gal. 3:19; Acts 7:37,38,53.   Cf., in connection with Jesus, I Pet. 1:10-12, esp. verse
12b with Acts 7:53a.

195) Acts 7:35-37.

196) Heb. 12:24; Matt. 26:28; Eph. 1:7; Isa. 42:6 cf. Luke 2:30-32; John 1:17; Heb. 8:6.

197) Luke 1:30,35; Matt. 1:20.

198) Deut. 18:15-18 has anisteemi in the Greek Septuagint (2nd century B.C.) - cf.
Appendix A.  

199) Acts 2:32.   Anisteemi is used also elsewhere in the New Testament: (i) to refer to the
birth of Jesus (Acts 2:30); (ii) to refer to the resurrection of Jesus from the dead
(Acts 2:30-32 & 13:29-37); and (iii) with both of these meanings, with specific
references to the fulfilment of the prediction at Deut. 18 (Acts 3:22-26 & 7:37).

200) I Pet. 3:18.

201) E.g.: Deut. 5:5,27,28; Ex. 34:29-32; etc.

202) John 8:28; 12:49,50; 14:24; 17:6-17; 3:33, 34; Rev. 19:13,16 cf. 17:14; John 1:1,14.

203) Heb. 1:1.

204) Rom. 15:8; Acts 3:18,22-24,20,26.

205) John 5:43,45-47; 12:44,48, 49.

206) Rom. 2:16;  Heb. 12:25a,29.

207) John 8:28b.

208) E.g. Deut. 13:1-5; Matt. 24;24,26,27; I John 4:1-3; I Tim. 3:16; John 14:9; Rev.
16:13; 19:20; 20:10.

209) Gen. 21:20,21.

210) H.M. Ali: op. cit., pp. 39 & 35.

211) Qur’an: Sura Madia , 5:119 (Ali, A.Y., op. cit., p. 280).

212) Deut. 6:4; I Chr. 16:26; Ps. 96:4,5,10. 

213) Cf. Young’s op. cit., pp. 14 & 52 after p. 1090.

214) Matt. 28:19; II Cor. 13:13; Matt. 3:16,17; Eph. 4:4-6; I Pet. 1:2, etc.
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215) (i)    As Father: Isa. 9:5b;  Dan. 7:9-10, etc.
        (ii)   As Son: Isa. 9:5a; Prov. 30:4; Dan. 3:25 & 7:13-14 etc.
       (iii)   As Holy Spirit: Job 33:4; 34:14-15; Ps. 33:6; 139:7-8; Hos. 6:3 with Joel 2:23 
                 &  2:28. 

216) E.g. Matt. 28:19.

217) Qur’an  4:171 ("Yso believe in God and His apostles.  Say not ‘Trinity’!").

218) "oo-meet" = Vav-consecutive plus Qal perfect, from the verb "moot" = "to die."   The
form has the same meaning as the usual Qal imperfect "jaamoot" = "he shall die"-
sometimes also with the imperative meaning of "let him then die!" or "he must die!"

According to Young’s Analytical Concordance to the Holy Bible, Lutterworth
Press,  London, 8th ed., 1956, p. 28 of the Addendum immediately after p. 1090,
the Qal perfect and imperfect of "moot" is reflected in the English Authorized
Version (KJV) as follows:-
  (i) "be dead"                       =   60 times;
 (ii) "be like[ly] to be slain" =     1 time; and

            (iii) "die"                              = 420 times.

219) "we-hoomat" (in pausa, "we-hoomaat"), = vav-consecutive plus Hofal perfect of the
verb "moot" = "to die."   The form has the same causative significance as the usual
Hofal imperfect "joomat" (in pausa, "joomaat") =  "he shall be killed"; sometimes
also with the imperative significance of "may he then be killed!"or "he must be
killed!"

According to Young (see n. 218 above), the Hofal perfect of "moot" is reflected in
the English Authorized Version (KJV) as follows:-
   (i)  "be put to death" = 57 times;
  (ii) "be slain"             = 10 times; and

             (iii) "die"                    =  1 time.   

220) Deut. 13:5 (Afrikaans Translation) = Deut. 13:6 (Hebrew Massoretic text; Greek
Septuagint; Latin Vulgate; and Luther’s German Translation).

221) II Chr. 24:20-21; Jer. 26:20-23 & 2:30; Matt. 23:29-37; and Acts 7:52,53.

222) Cf. Chapter III (B).

223) E.g. Ps. 22; Jer. 53; Dan. 9:26; Luke 24:44-47; Gal. 3:13; Acts 3:18, etc.

224) Heb. 13:20.

225) The Qur’an ’s  Sura Ahqaf 46:10 states: "If  (this teaching) be from God and ye reject
it, and a witness from among the Sons of Israel testifies to its similarity  (with
earlier scriptures) and has believed while ye are arrogant - (how unjust ye are!).
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Truly, God guides not a people unjust."   A.Y. Ali’s footnote 4783 thereon ( op. cit.,
p. 1368) here explains: "Another side of the argument is now presented.  ‘You
pagan Arabs!   You are puffed up with pride, though you are an ignorant nation. 
Among Israel, there are men who understand the previous scriptures, and who find
in the Qur’an  and its Preacher a true confirmation of the previous scriptures.   They
[Jewish converts to Islam] accept Islam as a fulfilment of the revelation of Moses
himself.   (See Deut. xviii.18-19).   And yet you [pagan Arabs] hold back....’"   So
too on p. 1841 at lines 1 & 8: "Muhhammad...foretold by Moses, xlvi.10; n. 4783."

226) Acts 2:24,32; Rev. 1:18; Heb. 7:24-25.

227) Qur’an ’s  Sura Zumar, 39:30 ["Truly thou wilt die (one day), and truly they (too) will
die (one day)"].  (A.Y. Ali’s op. cit., p. 1246; cf. N.J. Dawood’s op. cit., p. 273).

228) Yusuf: op. cit., p. 29.

229) Cragg: op. cit., p. 117.

230) Op. cit., p. 18: "Muhammad lies buried on earth, while Jesus rests in heaven."

231) Luke 21:32,5,6,20,23,24.

232) Cited from The Coming King, by J.A. White (Echo Publishing Co. Ltd., North
Fitzroy, Victoria, Australia, 1899).

233) Josephus: Wars of the Jews VI:9:3 - "Now the number of those that were carried
captive during this whole War, was collected to be 97 000; as was the number of
those that perished during the whole siege, 1 100 000."   Cf. Matt. 24:6,7,38 &
Luke 18:8, etc.

234) Cf. the A.B.V.A., III:231-232.

235) See Appendix B.

236) E.g. Luke 21:5,6,20-24.

237) E.g. Matt. 24:3,6-8,11; Luke 17:26-29.

238) E.g. Luke 21:25-26; Matt. 24:36,14,27,29-31.

239) E.g., O.T.: Deut. 13:1-5; 18:20-22; and N.T.: Matt. 24:11,24-26; II Pet. 2:1-2; & also
I John 4:1-3.

240) Deut. 18:22b.

241) Cf. here e.g.: Heb. 1:1; I Cor. 10:1-6,9,11; I Pet.1:10-12; John 5:46-47;  Acts
18:24,28, etc.
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242) Mark 1:4.

243) John 1:19-21,25.   Cf. P.A. Verhoef’s Die Messiasverwagting tussen die Ou en Nuwe
Testament [The Messianic Expectation between the Old and New Testament]; and
Die Probleem van die ‘Nah-Erwartung’  [The Problem of the ‘Near-Expectation’]
in Exegetica: ‘Die Dag van die Here’ [‘The Day of the Lord’].

244) Op. cit., pp. 16-17.

245) John 6:14.

246) John 1:29,36; 1:34,50; 1:39,43; 1:50; 1:46.  Philip was here materially correct,
although the Old Testament does not in a Messianic context note specifically
Nazareth in Galilee (as distinct from Galilee (in Isa. 9:1-7) in which region the
very same Nazareth is located.

247) John 2:23.

248) Qur’an , Sura 14:9 & 14:11.

249) John 3:2.

250) Cf. Deut. 34:11.

251) That is, Jesus  - cf. John 3:15-16.

252) John 3:14.

253) John 3:34 cf. Deut. 18:18.

254) John 4:19.

255) John 4:25,26,28-30,42-44; cf. Deut. 34:10-11; Luke 4:14-24 (esp. verse 24!).

256) John 5:45-47 cf. Deut. 18:18-19.

257) Cf. Deut. 34:10-11.

258) Cf. Deut. 34:15-18.

259) John 6:14-15. 

260) John 7:26,31,40-41.

261) Acts 3:19-26; cf. Deut. 18:15-20.



- 272 -

262) Acts 7:32,37,52,55-59.

263) Ex. 4:1-4; 7:10-12; 4:6-7; Matt. 8:1-4; Luke 17:11f; Gen. 3:15; Rom. 16:20.

264) Ex. 7:17,20; John 2:1-11; Matt. 26:28.

265) Ex. 8-10:20; Rev. chs. 8 & 9 & 16.

266) Ex. 10:21 to 12:51; Matt. 27:45; John 8:12; Luke 24:46; Rom. 5:10; I Cor. 5:7b.

267) Ex. 14:15-28; Heb. 11:29; Matt. 8:23-27; 14:22-33.

268) Ex. 13:21-22; 16:14,15,31,35; 17:1-6.

269) I Cor. 10:1-4.

270) Matt. 28:19, Acts 1:5.

271) John 6:35,51,53,58.

272) John 6:1-14.

273) I Cor. 10:4.

274) John 6:53,55.

275) John 4:14.

276) Num. 21:5-9 & John 3:13-16.
  
277) E.g.  John 4:47-54; 5:1-18; Matt. 8:1-4; 8:5-13; Mark 1:23-43; 5:1-20, etc.

278) Qur’an ’s Sura Madia, 5:113.   See A.Y. Ali’s op. cit., pp. 277f.

279) Qur’an ’s Sura 3:144; 10:20; 13:7; 17:59; 18:110; 21:5-6.

280) Op. cit., p. 19: "Thus Muhammad fulfilled the sayings of Moses and Jesus, but when
he came with clear signs, with unmistakable evidence, the vested interests in
religion said  (Did you know that there are vested interests in religion as well?;
These vested interests in religion said):..THIS IS EVIDENT SORCERY (Sura LXI-
6)!"

281) Qur’an ’s  Sura Saff, 61:6: "And remember, Jesus, the son of Mary, said: ‘O Children
of Israel!   I am the Apostle of God (sent) to you confirming the Law (which came)
before me, and giving Glad Tidings of an Apostle to come after me, whose name
shall be Ahmad.’    But when he came to them with Clear Signs, they said, ‘This is
evident sorcery!’"  
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282) Op. cit., p. 3: "...there was a prophecy of our Holy Prophet, Ahmed by name, which
is another name for Muhammad."

283) Op. cit., p. 19, cf. note 308.

284) John 1:19-22,25.

285) Op. cit., p. 16-17.

286) John 6:14, etc.

287) E.g. Matt. 2:3-6 cf. Mic. 5:1.

288) Luke 1:17 cf. Mal. 4:5-6; Matt. 17:10f ;  27:47.

289) Deut. 18:15-22;  34:9-11.

290) Matt. 16:14.

291) Mark. 6:14-16.

292) Isa. 52:13 to 53:12, etc.

293) Mic. 5:1.

294) Matt. 2:3-6; Acts 8:30-35.

295) Mal. 3:1-2;  4:5-6.

296) Luke 1:13,17,57,63,67,76,80; 3:2-4,16,21-23;  John 1:23,26-36.

297) Matt. 11:7-14; 14:3-5 cf. 17:9-13; Mark 9:11-13.

298) Mark 1:6 cf. I Kgs. 18:46; 19:13; II Kgs. 1:8.

299) Matt. 4:3-8 cf. I Kgs. 19:1-3.

300) Matt. 11:3,10,14.   Cf. n. 243 and Qumran-texts.

301) E.g. Ps. 2.

302) Matt. 16:16; John 4:25,26,42, etc.

303) Deut. 18:15-22; Deut. 34:10-12.

304) See notes 246-260.
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305) John 6:14.

306) John 7:40 (cf. vv. 38,41,52).

307) Acts 3:23 (cf. vv. 19-26).

308) Acts 7:32,37,52,55-59.

309) "Nabi Muhammad - so lees ons by Aboe Sofian (die leier van Muhammad se eie
toonaangewende Kuraisj-stam) - was nooit besny nie.   Daarom sê somminge van
sy lewensbeskrywers dat hy besnede gebore is.   Dit lyk of Aboe Sofian met sy
eerste stelling die waarheid praat.   Want ons weet dat Muhammad maar min gedink
het van die besnydenis - sodat hy die eerste Slamse deur die doop en nie deur die
besnydenis nie, ontvang het [vgl. Koran 2:138].   In die hele Koran staan daar
nêrens ’n woord van die besnydenis nie." ["Nabi Muhammad - thus we read in Abu
Sofian (the leader of Muhammad’s own pacesetting Quraish tribe) - was never
circumcised.   Therefore some of his biographers say he was born circumcised.   It
seems as if Abu Sofian, in his first statement, was speaking the truth.   For we know
that Muhammad thought very little of circumcision - so that he received the first
Muslims by way of baptism and not by way of circumcision [compare Qur’an
2:138].   In the entire Qur’an  there is nowhere one word about circumcision"]. 
Hadjee Abdoellah’s op. cit. p. 6 (cf. M.M. Ali’s Muhammad the Prophet
pp.123,130,137-40,146,183,191,193-94).

Concerning Moses’ and Jesus’ literacy vis-a-vis Muhammad’s illiteracy, consult nn.
4 & 8 & 56 & 148 above.   See too Ex. 17:14 & John 8:6 cf. Gen. 1:28 & 2:19f &
5:1.

310) A.H.. Deedat: op. cit., pp. 18f.

311) Isa. 49:6 with Acts 13:47; Isa. 53:7,11 with Acts 8:32,35; Isa. 42:1,6,7 & 61:1 with
Luke 4:14,17-21 etc.

312) Read Gal. 3:13-19 (esp. vv. 13 & 19 with Num. 4:49 and Acts 7:35,38,53); Heb. 8:5f;
9:19,15.

313) Op. cit., p. 17 & 18. 

314) Op. cit., p. 18.

315) Ib.

316) John 17:5.

317) Heb. 11:23; Acts 7:20; Ex. 2:1-2 & 6:19.

318) Ex. 2:7-10a.
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319) Luke 2:42, 48.

320) Luke 2:51-52; Matt. 13:54-57; John 19:25-27.

321) Dr. S.M. Yusuf: op. cit., pp. 2-3.

322) Op. cit., p. 18.

323) Ex. 1:15-16;  2:1-2; Acts 7:19-21; Heb. 11:23.

324) Matt. 2:13,16.

325) Ali (op. cit., p. 43) maintains that Muhammad was sent to Halima as a result of a
plague in Mecca; but Yusuf  (op. cit. p. 3) maintains he was sent to Halima
according to the custom of urbanites in Arabia in order to ensure that children
would acquire better health and a purely Arabic dialect.

326) Op. cit., p. 18.

327) Isa 53:10 cf. Acts 8:32,35.

328) Op. cit., p. 18.

329) John 18:36; I Cor. 15:37.

330) John 1:50.

331) Mark 15:26.

332) Rev. 17:14.

333) Rev. 11:15b.

334) Matt. 28:18.

335) Op. cit., p. 18.

336) John 13:34 cf. 14:15,21,23;  15:9-13,17, etc.

337) Op. cit., p. 18.

338) Acts 7:35 & 21:20.

339) Isa. 53:3.

340) Op. cit., p. 18.



- 276 -

341) Qur’an , at Sura Nisaa 4:157-58.   It ends, however:  "And those who differ therein are
full of doubts, with no (certain) knowledge, but only conjecture to follow.   For of
a surety, they killed him not.   Nay, God raised him up unto Himself...."   Yet even
this Quranic allegation is altogether spiritualized by Muslim Scholars like Mian
Rahim Bakhsh.   Too, Mirza Masum Beg even alleges that Jesus, after being taken
down from the cross in a state of unconsciousness, recovered and then went off and
preached to the "lost sheep of the house of Israel" in Persia, Afghanistan and India.
 There, says Beg, Jesus is even till today known as Yuz or Yassu - allegedly having
been buried at Khaniyar in Srinagar the capital city of Kashmyr in the territory
today disputed between India and Pakistan.    (The writings of these Muslim
Scholars are obtainable from Muhammad Nadji, P.O. Box 343, Mansfield, Ohio,
U.S.A.).

342) Op. cit., p. 18.

343) Deut. 34:6; Jude 9;  Matt. 28:11-15 & 17:3.

344) However, see: Heb. 3:2; Num.12:3; Matt.11:29; Num. 27:17; Matt. 9:36; Deut. 9:18;
Heb. 7:25; etc.

345) Ex. 1:16; Matt.2:16.

346) Heb 11:24,25; II Cor. 8:9; Ps. 45:7-9; Heb. 2:9; Phil. 2:5-13.

347) II Cor. 3:7; Deut. 5:4; Ex. 34:35; Matt.17:1-3; John 14:9.

348) Ex. 34:28-29; Matt. 4:1,2,8.

349) As, e.g.: Ex. 1 to 14; Luke 4:18-19; Matt. 8:14-17.

350) Deut. 34:10-12; John 6:1-15.

351) Yusuf (op. cit.) is silent about this, yet maintains (on his pp. 12 & 32) that
Muhammad was a man no different to any other persons.    M.M. Ali (op. cit.)
seems silent about this.  Even the Qur’an  declares that Muhammad performed no
exceptional miracles (Sura 3:144 & 10:20 & 13:7 & 17:59 & 18:110 & 21:5-6).

352) Num. 12:7; Heb. 3:5,6,3.

353) Gen. 22:1; Ex. 12; Num. 21:9;  John 3:16; I Cor. 5:7; John 3:14-15.

354) I Cor. 10:2-4.

355) Heb. 11:24-26.

356) Matt. 17:3-5.
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357) II Cor. 3:7,8,14.

358) Heb. 12:18,21,22,2,24.

359) Heb. 8:6 cf. 7:22 & 9:14-15.

360) Heb. 8:5-6.

361) M. Nadji: Prophet’s Birthday .

362) Keldani: op. cit., pp. 13f.

363) Op. cit., p. 142.

364) Gen. 1:2.

365) Job 33:4; 34:14-15; Ps. 33:6; Gen. 6:3.

366) I Pet. 1:11-12; II Pet. 1:20-21.

367) Ex. 31:2-3; Deut. 34:9; Judg. 6:34.

368) Judg. 14:6,19; 15:14; I Sam 10:6,10.

369) Judg. 3:10.

370) Ezek. 2:2; 3:24; 3:14; 8:3; 11:1,24,5,24.

371) Luke 1:35; Matt.1:18-20; Luke 1:35.

372) Luke 3:22; 4:1,2,14,18.

373) John 3:34.

374) John 7:37-40 cf. Deut. 18:15-18.

375) John 14:14-17.

376) John 14:24-26.

377) John 15:26.

378) John 16:7-15.

379) John 20:21-23.

380) Matt. 28:19.
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381) Acts 1:4,5,8.

382) Acts 1:15.

383) Acts 2:1,2,4.

384) Joel 2:28-32.

385) Acts 2:16-18,21,32-38.

386) E.g.: Acts 4:8,31; 5:3,4,9; 6:3,5,10; 7:51,55; 8:15,20,29,39; 9:17; 10:19,38,44-48;
11:12,15-18,24.

387) Eph. 3:3-4;  Rom. 8:1-17; I Cor. 12:1-11.

388) Acts 5:3- 4; II Cor. 3:17; John 4:24; Acts 13:2.

389) Heb. 9:14; Ps. 139:7-13; I Cor. 2:10; Isa. 40:13; Luke 1:35; Rom. 15:19.

390) Matt. 28:19; II Cor. 1:18-22 & 13:13.

391) Op. cit., pp. 5-6.

392) Imam Deedat cites also John 16 verse 12 (on p. 5 of his book).   But that verse is a
parenthetical observation of the Lord Jesus which does not directly concern the
Holy Spirit (just as e.g. also John 14 verses 18-25 represents a parenthetical
observation between the Comforter-texts John 14 verses 16, 17 & 26).

393) Op. cit., p. 6.

394) Op. cit., p. 11.

395) Op. cit., p. 11.

396) Chapter Four:  B  I and  II (a) & (b).

397) John 12:16,23,24.

398) John 7:38-39. 

399) Acts 2:33.

400) John 14:16-17.

401) Two other texts (Mark 13:11 & John 14:17) are, in our view, wrongly cited by Imam
Deedat (op. cit., p. 11).   For  Mark 13:11 is of course referring to an event after
Jesus’  glorification and in fact at the end of world history; and also John 14:17 is
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referring to an event after Jesus’ glorification, as indeed expressly taught by the
previous verse John 14:16. 

402) Op. cit., p. 12.

403) Acts 13:2; 15:28; I Cor. 12:11; 2:11; John 16:13; Rev. 2:7; John 14:26; Rom. 8:27;
Acts 5:3,4,9; 7:51; Eph. 4:30; I Thess. 5:19;  Matt. 28:19; II Cor. 13:13.

404) Op. cit., p. 12; cf. note 156.

405) Op. cit., p. 6.

406) Op. cit., p. 6 ("These two sayings of Jesus together with the other shorter references
on the subject, lead us to one of the most notable aspects of the Comforter of the
Spirit of Truth, as he is alternatively described.")

407) Op. cit., p. 12.

408) Op. cit., p. 20.

409) John 14:26.

410) Op. cit., pp. 12-13.

411) John 16:13.

412)  Rom. 8:2,9; I Pet. 1:11-12; John 14:6; 14:7; 15:26; 16:13;15:26; 16:7-15; I John 4:1-
6;  I John 5:6.

413) John 14:6.

414) John 14:26.
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